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The District of Monghyr, like that of Bhagalpur, is divided into two tracts, a
northern and a southern, by the river Ganges. Northern Monghyr consists of the
Begusarai Subdivision, and of a portion of the Head-quarters Subdivision. South
Monghyr consists of the rest of the Head-quarters Subdivision and of the Subdivision,
of Jamui. The main language of the District is Bihari which is spoken in two dialects.
In Begusarai Subdivision, and in the greater part of that portion of the Head-quarters
Subdivision which is north of the Ganges, Southern Standard Maithili is spoken, in the
form which has been already illustrated. In the south of Gogri Thana, which is in the
Head-quarters Subdivision north of the Ganges, and in the eastern portion of the same
Subdivision which is south of the Ganges, in what is known as the Kharagpur country,
a variety of Maithill is spoken, which closely resemble the * ChhiJcd-chMM* dialect of
Bhagalpur. In the rest of the District, the main language of the people is the MagaM
dialect of Bihari, with which we have nothing to do at present.
The following version of the Parable of the Prodigal Son is in the form of Maithill
which is spoken in the south of Gogri Thana, and in the Kharagpur country. It is
spoken, approximately, by 200,000 people.
As it so closely resembles the dialect of Bhagalpur, it is unnecessary to discuss the
grammar of the specimen, The following are the main peculiarities of the dialect.
It is very fond of adding a sound resembling the c6' in the English word 'hot' at
the end of a word* It represents this sound sometimes by the letter o as in 'ham'ro',
my, and sometimes by * a', as in * chalala *, he went. There is no rule observed in tins
* o * or c a * being used according to the fancy of the writer. In the specimen, sometimes
one and sometimes the other is used, and I have followed this in the transliteration.
All that is to be remembered is that every final' o' and every final ' a' is to be pro-
nounced like the * 6' in * hot'.
The vowels e and i are freely interchanged. Thus, in the same sentence, we
have, both ckUlai, and chhelai> he was.
Words, which in Standard Maithill, as well as in the Southern Standard Maithili of
Begusarai end in a short *9 above the line, which is hardly pronounced, in this dialect
end in a long i. Thus, ban, having done, which corresponds to the few*' of Standard
Maithili and of Begusarai.
Note the forms ham-dr, we, and ap'nolc, your-Hononr.